Editorial
The 2017 Journal Impact Factor (JIF) statistics for all scholarly publications were released in late June, and Foot & Ankle International (FAI) made a large positive jump to 2.65. The JIF remains the most common method for assessing a journal's scientific impact or importance. Our JIF for 2017 was calculated with the following ratio:
Cites in 2017 of citable articles published in FAI in 2015 + 2016/number of citable items (articles and reviews) published in 2015 + 2016 Our JIF has been gradually increasing over the past 10 years, as can be seen in Figure 1 . While previously our annual increase had been about 0.1, this year it jumped by almost 0.8. FAI has always been the most highly ranked foot and ankle journal in the world, and this year's results place us even further ahead of our competition. With regard to other orthopedic journals, in previous years, our relative ranking among all of them had remained somewhat constant. However, in 2017, we markedly improved from 32/75 in orthopedic journals in 2016 to 17/77 in orthopedic journals.
While various methods exist to improve a journal's JIF by increasing review articles, soliciting articles from highly cited authors, avoiding topics that do not lead to a high number of citations, publishing "hot topic" papers earlier in the year, or publishing editorials to highlight certain articles, we have not incorporated any of these methods to increase citations. Thus, our JIF improvement is particularly impressive since it really reflects the overall increased scientific importance of the articles. It should be noted that our new publisher, SAGE, has contributed to this increase by increasing the number of subscribers, especially institutions, making our journal available to more potential authors who can cite our work, various marketing campaigns, and other methods such as having a podcast monthly to increase the visibility of our articles and the ability to add technique videos to our surgical articles.
FAI is not only the official journal of the American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS), but it is also owned by our society. I believe the success of FAI is a reflection of the overall outstanding research being performed by our members, whether Active, Candidate, International, Surgeon in Training, Allied Health/Associate-Basic Sciences, Emeritus, or Honorary, which is also presented at our meetings. Some of the research is also funded by the Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Foundation grants. It also reflects the hard work of our Editorial Board, Assistant Editors, many volunteer reviewers, and, especially, our Managing Editor, Shera Palmer Cook. The peer-review process requires a huge amount of work by all of them with a minimum of 2 reviewers performing usually anywhere from 1 to 4 reviews of every article published. This peer-review process is essential for vetting the scientific integrity and importance of each article.
While our significant increase in our JIF is impressive in itself for FAI, it provides a very strong endorsement of the research being performed by our society. 
